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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2009-211
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor
Date of Introduction: February 24, 2009
Committee(s) of Reference: R, F, TEU
Date of Analysis: February 26, 2009
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment; appropriation; ordinance code waiver
Bill Summary: The bill creates a new Ordinance Code Chapter 327 – Sustainable Building Program.  The program declares the City’s intent to plan, design, construct, renovate, maintain and deconstruct all city buildings to a set of codified “sustainable building” criteria and to encourage the private sector to do the same in its building practices.  The new chapter authorizes the City’s Environmental Protection Board to adopt a sustainable building certification system as a local alternative to the national LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design certification system) and establishes an incentive system to benefit sustainable building practices by offering fast-track permitting, waivers of certain regulations for purposes of meeting sustainability standards, and a cash refund program offering up to $1,000 in reimbursement for the costs of obtaining certification of a sustainable building.
The bill appropriates $100,000 from the Environmental Protection Trust Fund to a new Sustainable Building Certification Refund Program to provide for the refund program and waives provisions of the Ordinance Code regulating the use of the Environmental Protection Trust Fund to permit the use of the funds for this new certification refund program.

Background Information: The bill notes that the Mayor has issued Executive Order 2008-03 which designates a City Sustainability Officer to promote and implement various policies and procedures within the City relating to building and fleet maintenance, materials procurement, waste management, water conservation, etc.  Florida Statutes section 255.2575 requires county and municipal buildings to meet sustainable building standards such as the U.S. Green Building Council’s LEED certification, the Florida Green Building Coalition “green building” standards, GBI’s Green Globes, or other nationally-recognized building rating standard. The Ordinance Code waiver for use of the Environmental Protection Trust Fund dollars is needed because the authorized uses of the trust fund (restoration of polluted areas, conduct of studies, tests, investigations, etc.,) do not currently specify payment of rebates or incentives for sustainable building. 
Policy Impact Area: Promotion of sustainable building practices
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates $100,000 from the Environmental Protection Trust Fund to provide cash incentives to private sector builders to have their buildings certified as sustainably constructed.
Analyst: Clements
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